September Teaching Theme: What is the Gospel?

# A Speaker: Rev. FenFen Xie

B Topic: EZughpyis I8 S “Parting Words on Mission”
£ 3 Scripture: Acts 20:17-38

Monthly Theme: This month’s theme is “the Gospel” and its implications. The Gospel of Jesus
the Christ is a royal announcement that Jesus is King and his Upside-Down Kingdom will
reign forever, thus we must give our allegiance to King Jesus. Those who give their allegiance
to King Jesus are given the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, our Advocate - a downpayment of our
inheritance in the Kingdom. The Spirit applies the benefits of the gospel to those who
respond with allegiance!

This week we are going to begin examining what it means to be a “community on mission,”
as the transition between our last two months talking about “The Gospel” and our theme of
“Mission” for October. This week Rev. FenFen Xie examined Paul’s farewell address to the
Ephesian Elders before he returns to give a financial gift to help the church in Jerusalem. Paul
knows that he is wanted to Jerusalem and will likely be arrested or killed, but the value of the
church and the mission of God compels him to face such danger. We know that Paul does end
up being arrested and brought all the way to Rome on house arrest, according to Acts.

Resources:

Bible Project Video: The Gospel of the Kingdom (English) (5:48)
Bible Project Video: The Gospel of the Kingdom (Chinese) (4:22)
**If you have not watched this video yet as a group do so this week™*

For the sermon PPT, see Email Attachment.
Sermon Video

For the Memorization Tool: If you would like to do this in Quiz format feel free to use my
Quizziz Game - https://quizizz.com/admin/presentation/5f525d946e86cd001e481796

Important Notes (Pastor Will):
Context of Acts 20:

- At this point in the story, Paul is completing his 3rd Missionary Journey by returning to
Jerusalem. Luke does not say why Paul is returning to Jerusalem, but we know from his
letters that Paul had been collecting money from the churches to bring back to
Jerusalem to help the poverty-stricken Christians there. (See Acts 24:17, Rom 15:25-31,
1 Cor 16:1-3, 2 Cor 8-9).

- Paul is a wanted man in Jerusalem for preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, thus he
knows his return will likely result in his execution or arrest. Knowing this he feels the
need to have the elders of the Ephesian church to come to meet him on the way so that
he can give them a farewell address and impart some last chance wisdom. This is
address is what we are reading in Acts 20:17-38.



https://bibleproject.com/explore/gospel-kingdom/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTBs0mXAN5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wpvm6BgwZcE&t=771s
https://quizizz.com/admin/presentation/5f525d946e86cd001e481796

Paul is willing to face danger and sacrifice potentially his very life for the sake of Unity in
the Church (reconciliation between Jew and Gentile) and for continuing the mission of
the Church. This posture gives us insights into both the cost and call of true discipleship
and the Gospel lived out. Paul’s journey to Jerusalem in many ways mirrors Jesus in
many ways as both go to Jerusalem knowing they will be arrested and face death for the
sake of the People of God.

We know that Paul does get arrested in Acts 21, which begins his 4th Missionary
Journey (sort of) in his being tried and taken all the way to Rome. He is arrested under
accusations that he is (1) teaching against the Jewish people, (2) teaching against the
law, (3) teaching against the temple, and (4) bringing Gentiles into the inner courts of the
temple. We see that even in Paul’s arrest the truth of the Gospel and its
“barrier-breaking” power were evident in Paul’s ministry.

Discussion Questions:

Read Acts 20:17-38 together. First, recall the context of the passage above in “Important
Notes,” then read the passage together. What observations do you make and what
stands out to you? How would you summarize the passage? —iZ R #E#£17/£20 :
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What do you think is Paul's humility in this passage? Have you encountered any humble
person in your life or church? How does his humility touch you? {#RIAR, FEXERZLX
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In this passage, Paul mentioned the responsibilities and ministries of the church. Name
some. What do you think are the most important duties and ministries of the church? 7
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Through Paul's mission to Ephesus and his exhortation to the elders in Ephesus, talk
about your understanding of the mission of the early church and the inspiration for today.
B ERENUBHERRN UBAKEZNNY, RN DHBSEHMIAR, LR
SRHMEXR,

What does Paul’s willingness to risk his life for the Gospel and the sake of the Church
tell you about Christian life and discipleship? Why do you think the cause of generosity
and reconciling unity is so important to Paul? R F BENEBENHESMNEHME £HER
AR EE M EZRMTENED 2 SN 4 AN REMAMEFHF UL RZ N EE 2
Spend extended time praying with one another that we would become the fullness of the
Christian community God is calling us to and for any needs in the group. € & <8 [B] B
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Memorization Tool:

What is the Gospel? - The Gospel of Jesus the Christ is a royal announcement that
Jesus is King and his Upside-Down Kingdom will reign forever.




e How should we respond to the Gospel? - We are called to respond by giving our
allegiance (inclusive of faith, loyalty, trust) to King Jesus.

e Our hope is looking forward to Jesus' return establishing the New Heaven and New
Earth, where those who give King Jesus allegiance will reign with God forever.

e The Gospel benefit “justification”: Those who give their allegiance to King Jesus are
declared not guilty, being freed from both the penalty of sin and the power of sin.

e The Gospel benefit “reconciliation”: God through Jesus has healed the fractured
relationship between God and humanity. From this place, we can seek reconciliation
in our human relationships.

e The Gospel benefit ‘ransom”: God through Jesus’ death on the cross has bought us out
of slavery to sin and now empowers you through the Holy Spirit to live as the “new
humanity.”

e The Gospel benefit “adoption”: Those who give their allegiance to King Jesus are now
adopted into the royal family of God and can call God “Abba” (Daddy)

e The Gospel benefit “sanctification”: We are being transformed by the work of the Spirit
and are called to choose to live a “transformed” life.

e The Gospel benefit “glorification”: Those who give their allegiance to Jesus will ultimately
be transformed into the likeness of Jesus in both bodily and spiritual form, no longer
experiencing pain and suffering.

e The Gospel benefit “Missional Community”: Those who give their allegiance to King
Jesus are now apart of a unique community (The Church) called to be “on mission”
together in the world through both word and action.

Sermon Summary (Elder Yin):
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Paul’s testimony or farewell address

Acts 20:17-35

Pastor Xie

Many consider this passage as Paul’s Final exhortation or Farewell address

The format of Paul’s speech is similar to the final words of Ancient Greek people,
including inviting people he knew, giving advices, reflecting on his deeds, his
blessing and prayers, often ending with crying and embracing each other. Like the
example of Jacob to his 12 sons in Genesis.

Although literature is in similar style but different, Luke wanted us to know what
kind of person Paul was. Paul didn’t mean to model himself as a hero, but was
influential to the elders of church in Ephesus as a slave or servant of the Lord.
Besides defensing himself, he listed how he walked the journey for the Lord, obeyed
His commands to accomplish His goal.

1. Paul’s life style

Acts 20:19 serving the Lord with all humility, with tears, with trials

To serve the Lord is to become His slave.

With humility

With tears

With trials

But how?



Humility is a very abstract word, invisible. Though we could not see humbleness but we
could see his actions, especially during trials, we could see his tears. Therefore his
humility is demonstrated during his trials.

Think lowly of himself, lower himself, trials help us to be humble.

Paul served the church of Ephesus with tears and all his heart for 3 yrs.

An testimony from Asbury student, how he fighter cancer. Trials are part of our life
in this world, we shouldn’t be bitter, but be humble and continue serving Him with
tears

20:33-35, covet no one’s silver or gold or apparel, Paul considered “it is more
blessed to give than to receive”

So humility is always connected with serving others

In Acts 19:25-27 people worshipped other gods, they apposed Paul because they gained
wealth through the business of Artemis worship.

So their devotion to their God was linked with their profits, the expansion of their
own desires.

Paul emphasized he worked with his two hands to supply his own needs.

Powerful person can also be a servant

Paul reminded us if more people worked with their own hands, church would be blessed
2. Paul’s leadership

Acts 20:28 for overseers of all flocks, Paul emphasized that Holy Spirit made the
overseers, so to pay careful attention to the guidance of HS

Give room/place for HS to work

Listen to HS all the time

The guidance of HS functions differently from the business of the world. Church
functions different from other business in that we admit we are sinners, we need
salvation.

Pastor’s experience working as a gardener in seminary, someone stole firewood
Seminary or church is not “heaven”, either “hell”, more like a hospital, lots of
patients gather there.

Remember that church is bought back with the precious blood of Jesus. We can be
renewed through the power of HS and the blood of Jesus.

God’s word of grace is available to equip us. We attract others by the grace of Jesus,
not by mission strategy.

In reality, the society is continually influenced the church.

This pandemic challenges us—have to worship through internet.

Like Paul, we need to pay close attention to the guidance of HS



